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A Quiet Power for Good
Daisy Marquis Jones, a slightly-built woman
who lived modestly, did not care to be
known as a woman of wealth. She lived most
of her adult life on Wilmer Street off Monroe
Avenue in Rochester and on a dairy farm in
Yates County.
Not known for a flashy lifestyle, those who
knew her agreed on two things—she wanted
to help others and she was a shrewd investor.
Three years before her death in 1971, she
established the foundation bearing her name
with the help of her nephew, Leo Marquis
Lyons.
Now, half a century later, the Daisy Marquis
Jones Foundation continues her legacy to
improve the well-being of the communities
she called home.
The Foundation recognizes that, like Daisy,
every person has the potential to transform
our world and the change starts with us.
From humble beginnings, through
compassion and hard work, we can make a
positive impact—strengthening our neighbors and our communities.
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MISSION STATEMENT
Through a daily practice of generosity and giving, the Daisy Marquis Jones Foundation improves
the well-being of residents in Monroe and Yates Counties, NY—with specific emphasis on the City
of Rochester. A central concern is disadvantaged children and families and the neighborhoods in
which they live.

VISION
The Foundation continues to build a caring, compassionate community by providing support to
nonprofit organizations with programs or projects that provide access to health care, attend to
the needs of young children, assist senior citizens, or help families develop economic security.
Success in these efforts will result in a thriving, vibrant, interconnected community.
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Strengthening Our Communities
Empowering People
Impacting Our Youth
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●

●

Daisy Marquis Jones Foundation
Megan H. Whitney, Donald W. Whitney, Marless A. Honan, C. John Matteson, Roger L. Gardner

In recognition of Marless Honan’s dedication to the Foundation.
After 28 years with the Daisy Marquis Jones Foundation, Marless retired in December 2017.
It is a turning point to be sure, and we all are wishing her the very best as she charts her new course!
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The Daisy Marquis Jones Foundation is a Family Foundation,
established in 1968 by Daisy Marquis Jones and her nephew Leo Marquis Lyons.
DAISY MARQUIS JONES was born to Jacob and Rose Marquis in Pennsylvania
in the late 1870’s and spent her childhood there. One of five children, she developed
an interest in investing her money at an early age.
In the early 1900’s she moved to Rochester and
in the 1920’s lived on Wilmer Street off Monroe
Avenue.
In the 1940’s she married J. Nelson Jones, who
owned a dairy farm in Himrod, Yates County. She
moved there to help him run Bellview Farms Dairy
and developed a special interest in Yates County.
When Nelson died in the 1960’s, she donated the farm house to the community’s
fledgling volunteer fire department and helped support their efforts to build
a firehouse and purchase equipment.. The Foundation continues to make
significant grants to improve the quality of life in Yates County.
After her husband’s death, she returned to her home on Wilmer Street. An astute
businesswoman, she had gained the admiration and respect of local bankers
and brokers for her shrewd investment skills, but was little known in the community at large. She was a private person. She continued to live modestly, investing her money.
Childless, Daisy had intended to leave the bulk of her estate to her nephew, Leo Marquis Lyons. He persuaded her
to leave it to a charitable foundation instead, so together they established the Daisy Marquis Jones Foundation
three years before her death.

LEO MARQUIS LYONS, born in 1904, was the only child of Jacob and Phoebe Lyons. Like his Aunt Daisy, he was
an astute businessman and wise investor. He was a builder of fine homes, following in his father’s footsteps, who built
the family home near Daisy’s on Wilmer Street.
Leo was also a very private person. Although he never married, he
loved children. He always said the Foundation was his baby, his child,
and his legacy to the Rochester Community.
Known as the “heart” behind the Daisy Marquis Jones Foundation,
he served as the chairman of the Board of Trustees from its inception
in 1968 until his death in 1997, leaving the bulk of his estate to the
Foundation as well.
The Foundation remains steadfast to Daisy and Leo’s dedication to
strengthening our neighbors and our communities.

FUNDING
The Foundation believes that we can best serve those in need by granting time-limited support to nonprofit
organizations with programs or projects that provide access to health care, attend to the needs of young children
and senior citizens, or help families develop economic security.
The Daisy Marquis Jones Foundation offers support to qualified nonprofit organizations that are exempt from
federal income taxes under Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code and that are not private foundations.

The Foundation values programs and projects which:


Give people the tools they need to help themselves



Outline a well-planned approach with clear timelines and measureable outcomes



Make a positive, long-term impact on individuals, neighborhoods, and communities served



Encourage collaboration among agencies to maximize the impact of the grant

We are unable to fund the following:


Organizations or projects not in Monroe or Yates Counties of New York State



Non 501(c)(3) organizations



Emergency funding



Endowments



Local chapters of national health-related organizations



Private schools



Projects by individuals



Religious projects



Research



Scholarships

●

● ●

More information about the
application process is found
online at www.dmjf.org
●

●

●

APPLICATION PROCESS
A short letter of inquiry is the preferred form of initial contact. The letter can be sent by regular US Mail or
submitted electronically online at www.dmjf.org.
The inquiry should include a brief description of the project or program for which financial support is sought
including a brief description of the program’s or project’s planned (major) outcomes and evaluation plan,
how the funds will be used, the total cost of the program or project, the amount requested from the Foundation,
the time period of the grant, and the date the funds are needed.
If the proposed project is consistent with the Foundation’s objectives and areas of interest, the grant seeker
will be invited to submit a formal application.
The Foundation uses the Rochester Grantmakers Forum “Common Application Form.” This form must be
completed and submitted to the Foundation by regular US Mail. It provides required information such as
the organization’s general operations, as well as a detailed program description, plans for evaluation, and
coordination with related organizations and programs.
Grant applications are received on a rolling submission basis. All applications are reviewed by the Foundation
Trustees. Due to the substantial increase in the numbers of proposals under review, final notification takes
two or three months. Early submission of applications is encouraged.
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●
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Inquiries and applications
should be directed to:
Donald W. Whitney, President
Daisy Marquis Jones Foundation
1600 South Avenue
Suite 250
Rochester, New York 14620-3921
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●

●

GRANT SUMMARY

Awards by Category

Children & Youth

2017 Children & Youth

Grantee and Purpose
13thirty Cancer Connect, Inc.

Commitments

Paid
1/1 - 12/31

Payable in
following year

$16,000

$16,000

$0

$25,000

$25,000

$0

$25,000

$25,000

$0

$15,000

$15,000

$0

$5,000

$5,000

$0

$500

$500

$0

$35,000

$35,000

$0

$100,000

$100,000

$0

$20,000

$20,000

$0

$40,000

$40,000

$0

$50,000

$50,000

$0

$10,000

$10,000

$0

To educate, connect and support teens and young adults with cancer through technology

Bivona Child Advocacy Center
To help sponsor the 9th Annual Bivona Summit on Child Abuse, a two-day multidisciplinary
training conference

Boys & Girls Clubs of Rochester, Inc.
To help support the Accelerated Reading Program

Cameron Community Ministries, Inc.
To help support the After School Youth Literacy Academy for children in grades K-6 from the
Lyell-Otis Street neighborhood

Cancer Action, Inc.
To help support Gilda's Club's "Camp Open Arms", a summer day camp for children whose
lives have been affected by cancer

Center for Teen Empowerment, Inc.
To help sponsor Teen Empowerment's Annual Community Luncheon

Center for Teen Empowerment, Inc.
To help support the Neighborhood Youth Organizing Initiatives

Center for Youth Services, Inc.
To help support the Crisis Nursery and to support the New Beginning House and School

Children Awaiting Parents, Inc.
To help support the "Stepping Up for Children Program: Post Adoption Support Program"

Children's Agenda Inc.
To help the Children's Agenda to continue its efforts to bring evidence-based programs and
policy change to the community for the benefit of children

Children's Institute, Inc.
To support the 'Behavioral Health Consultation within the Pyramid Model framework"

Flower City Arts Center, Inc.
To help support the Studio 678 Urban Youth Arts Education Program

2017 Children & Youth

Grantee and Purpose
Friends of the GardenAerial, Inc.

Commitments

Paid
1/1 - 12/31

Payable in
following year

$10,000

$10,000

$0

$5,000

$5,000

$0

$10,000

$10,000

$0

$170,000

$170,000

$0

$10,000

$10,000

$0

$50,000

$50,000

$0

$25,000

$25,000

$0

$25,000

$25,000

$0

$500

$500

$0

$3,500

$3,500

$0

To help support Green Visions: Growing Healthy Futures program, a youth development
program which provides employment opportunities to at-risk youth ages 18-24 who reside in
the northwest neighborhood in the City of Rochester

Future Boxing Club Inc.
To support an after school program "TEAM" (Together Everyone Achieves More)

Generation Two: Creating Intergenerational Friendships, Inc.
To pair older adults and college students with primary grade children in Rochester and
Fairport schools to promote social and emotional strength and resiliency

Genesee Country Museum
To support the RCSD Focused Field Studies Scholarships/Teacher Training and Orientation
for Focused Field Studies/Summer Enrichment Camp Scholarships/History Bus Fund/Museum
Education; the Watertown Education Initiative; NY Statewide Preservation Conference

GEVA Theatre Center, Inc.
To provide arts education opportunities to underserved and at-risk children and youth within RCSD

Greater Rochester Summer Learning Association
To help support the Pre-k through 3rd grade summer learning to improve 3rd grade reading
skills for low income Rochester school children

Hillside Children’s Foundation
Hillside Work Scholarship Connection, Inc.
To help at-risk secondary school students stay in school and earn their high school diplomas
while providing invaluable part-time work experience and job skills (Hillside Work Scholarship
Connection, Inc.)

Hope Hall
To help support the Student and Family Support Program and Career Development and
Occupational Studies Program

Longhouse Council Boy Scout Troop #37
To support Troop #37

Make-A-Wish Foundation of Metro NY & Western NY
To grant wishes to children aged 2 1/2 to 18 years of age with life-threatening medical

2017 Children & Youth

Grantee and Purpose
Mary Cariola Children's Center

Commitments

Paid
1/1 - 12/31

Payable in
following year

$25,000

$25,000

$0

$30,000

$30,000

$0

$30,000

$30,000

$0

$15,000

$15,000

$0

$1,000

$1,000

$0

$10,000

$10,000

$0

$25,000

$25,000

$0

$15,000

$15,000

$0

$10,000

$10,000

$0

$25,000

$25,000

$0

$10,000

$10,000

$0

To help support the "We Will Shine Campaign" to enhance the educational outcomes for
students at the Mary Cariola Children's Center

Milly's Pantry Inc.
To support the Weekend Back Pack Program for disadvantaged children in Yates County

Monroe Community College Foundation
To help support the Horizons Program, a summer learning program for low-income elementary
school children in the Rochester City School District

Partnership for Ontario County Inc.
To support a Family Support Center for the Marcus Whitman School District in Rushville, Yates
County for at-risk families and youth

Pirate Toy Fund
Trustee's Special Discretionary Grant

Rochester Area Community Foundation Initiatives Inc.
To help support Quad A for Kids Neighborhood After-school Program at schools#34, #4 and

Rochester Childfirst Network
To support "Celebrating Kids, Changing Lives" Capital Campaign

Rochester Education Foundation Inc.
To help support the College Access for Rochester Students, a program to offer services and
information about college to Rochester City students

Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra
To support the RPO Education Program for students in grades K-6 in the Rochester City
School District and neighboring districts

Rochester School of the Holy Childhood
To help purchase a van for the Work Based Learning Program and Community Classroom
within the school program

S.W.E.M. Community Services, Inc.
To help support the Back Pack program in schools #2, #16, #29

2017 Children & Youth

Grantee and Purpose
S2AY Rural Health Network, Inc.

Commitments

Paid
1/1 - 12/31

Payable in
following year

$10,000

$10,000

$0

$10,000

$10,000

$0

$5,000

$5,000

$0

$2,000

$2,000

$0

$10,000

$10,000

$0

$35,000

$35,000

$0

$35,000

$35,000

$0

$35,000

$35,000

$0

$5,000

$5,000

$0

$50,000

$50,000

$0

$1,043,500

$1,043,500

$0

To help support the "Our Town Rocks and Reads" project to promote reading/literacy in the
Dundee School District

Seneca Waterways Council, Boy Scouts of America
To support the Scoutreach Afterschool Program at School #17, which provides programs that
impact the lives of young people in high-risk, low-income neighborhoods

South Jefferson Central School District
Annual College Scholarship Fund - established in 1996 in honor of the memory of Helen G.
Whitney and Donald Whitney

St. Mark's Episcopal Church
To help support "Camp Rise" in Yates County

Starbridge Services, Inc.
To help support the Youth Employment Program for disabled youth who are transitioning from
high school to work

Uncommon Schools Inc.
To support Rochester Prep Charter School's plans for facilities acquisition and development

University of Rochester
To help support the Horizons program at the Warner School of Education for low-income
children in grades K-8

Urban Choice Charter School
To support the Saturday Robotics Program

Watertown City School District
Annual College Scholarship Fund in honor of the memory of Helen G. Whitney and Donald

WXXI Public Broadcasting Council
To support "Ready to Learn: Raising Readers and Parent Engagement" effort
Section Totals

Community Development

2017 Community Development

Grantee and Purpose
ARC Foundation of Monroe, Inc.

Commitments

Paid
1/1 - 12/31

Payable in
following year

$50,000

$50,000

$0

$10,000

$10,000

$0

$35,000

$35,000

$0

$15,000

$15,000

$0

$7,200

$7,200

$0

$20,000

$20,000

$0

$50,000

$50,000

$0

$187,200

$187,200

$0

To help support the Ballantyne Day Services Improvement Project

Challenger Miracle Field of WNY
To help provide people with intellectual or developmental disabilities a barrier-free, safe,
accessible place to experience team sports and adaptive recreation

Foodlink, Inc.
To help support the Foodlink Community Kitchen Project targeting three sustainable impact
areas: Public Health & Nutrition, Culinary Job Training/Workforce Development and
Economic Development

Pennsylvania Yankee Theatre Company Inc.
To help support the "Open the Doors" Sampson Theatre Campaign

Rural Cemetery Association of the Village of Adams
To help support the Chapel roof replacement project

St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church
formerly thru St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church
To help the Eastern Service Workers Association to expand programs and upgrade facilities

YMCA of Greater Rochester
To support a Capital Campaign for a new Southeast Family YMCA facility
Section Totals

Health

2017 Health

Grantee and Purpose
Bishop Sheen Ecumenical Housing Foundation, Inc.

Commitments

Paid
1/1 - 12/31

Payable in
following year

$7,500

$7,500

$0

$14,000

$14,000

$0

$10,000

$10,000

$0

$10,000

$10,000

$0

$25,000

$25,000

$0

$10,000

$10,000

$0

$10,000

$10,000

$0

$10,000

$10,000

$0

$96,500

$96,500

$0

To support the Healthy Homes/Healthy Families project to eliminate health and safety hazards
for very low-income households

David Hochstein Memorial Music School, Inc.
To help support the "Expressive Arts Program", a program for individuals with physical mental
and other developmental disabilities

Hickok Center for Brain Injury, Inc.
To help support the licensing and start-up costs of the licensed home care division

Keuka Comfort Care Home, Inc.
To help with renovations to the Comfort Care Home for the terminally ill of Yates County

Mercy Flight Central, Inc.
To help provide Helicopter Terrain Awareness and Warning System's (HTAWS) to three
helicopters to be FAA compliant

New Faith Community, Inc.
To help the Spiritus Christi Mental Health Center to provide mental health services to the
uninsured and underinsured

St. John's Home Foundation, Inc.
To help support the Employee Fitness Center Renovation project

Yates Cultural & Recreational Resources, Inc.
To help support the health, wellness, and education programs for Yates County residents
Section Totals

Justice

2017 Justice

Grantee and Purpose
Spiritus Christi Prison Outreach, Inc.

Commitments

Paid
1/1 - 12/31

Payable in
following year

$18,000

$18,000

$0

$18,000

$18,000

$0

To help support the Family Reunification Program at Jennifer House and Nielsen House
Section Totals

Public Affairs

2017 Public Affairs

Grantee and Purpose
Alzheimer's Disease and Related Disorders Association

Commitments

Paid
1/1 - 12/31

Payable in
following year

$35,000

$35,000

$0

$25,000

$25,000

$0

$1,000

$1,000

$0

$25,000

$25,000

$0

$1,000

$1,000

$0

$10,000

$10,000

$0

$15,000

$15,000

$0

$5,000

$5,000

$0

$1,000

$1,000

$0

$3,000

$3,000

$0

$1,000

$1,000

$0

To help support the Rural Outreach Program in Yates County and continue to serve the Amish
and Mennonite Communities

Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired Goodwill Industries of
Greater Rochester, Inc.
To help purchase an upgraded packaging system for those who work in the paper conversion
operation

Association of Fundraising Professionals
To support National Philanthropy Day 2017

Catholic Charities Community Services
To support a 2-to-1 match grant up to $25,000 matching donations made at the "Breakfast
with Friends" event with keynote speaker Dr. Bennet Omalu

Community Food Cupboard of Rochester, Inc.
Trustee's Special Discretionary Grant

Corn Hill Waterfront & Navigation Foundation
To support a business plan to launch a tour boat to provide public access to the waterways of
downtown Rochester

Dimitri House Inc.
To assist individuals and families who are living in poverty and/or homeless

East House Corporation
To help the Paul Wolk Learning Center to provide literacy, basic educational development,
computer skills and vocational services to adults with chemical dependency and/or mental

Foundation Center
To help the Funding Information Network to provide resources and services to grantseekers and
grantmakers

Friends of Borgne Inc.
Trustee's Special Discretionary Grant

Grove Mount Cemetery Association
Trustee Special Discretionary Grant

2017 Public Affairs

Grantee and Purpose
Hearing and Speech Center of Rochester

Commitments

Paid
1/1 - 12/31

Payable in
following year

$12,000

$12,000

$0

$50,000

$50,000

$0

$10,000

$10,000

$0

$1,000

$1,000

$0

$10,000

$10,000

$0

$20,000

$20,000

$0

$50,000

$50,000

$0

$15,000

$15,000

$0

$5,000

$5,000

$0

$30,000

$30,000

$0

$5,000

$5,000

$0

To help support the technology upgrade project "Improving Client Service through Capacity Building”

Himrod Fire Department
To help purchase a 2016 Pierce Pumper/Tanker truck

Historical Association of South Jefferson
To support the relocation of an 1800's log cabin to the museum grounds to become part of an
educational program

House of Mercy
To help support the Operation Food Basket program

Humane Society of Rochester & Monroe County PCA, Inc.
To help support the Pet Assisted Therapy Program at Lollypop Farm

Landmark Society of Western New York
To support the "Walk the Walk" program for elementary and secondary school students and
support the annual Preservation Conference

LIFESPAN of Greater Rochester, Inc.
To support a 2-to-1 match grant up to $50,000 matching donations made at the Celebration
of Aging Luncheon with guest speaker Jack Hanna

Literacy Volunteers of Rochester
To support the Access program whose objective is to provide math and reading instruction to
adult students to gain access to high school equivalency and vocational training programs

Rochester Fringe Festival, Inc.
To help support the Rochester Fringe Festival

Seneca Park Zoo Society
To support the Butterfly Beltway Program which is part of the Zoo's conservation education
programming

University of Rochester/Eastman School of Music
Trustee Designated?
To help Rochester Tuba Christmas with the cost of using the Eastman Theater, Kodak Hall for
their 35th Annual Holiday Concert, which is free to the community

2017 Public Affairs

Grantee and Purpose
Veterans Outreach Center, Inc.

Commitments

Paid
1/1 - 12/31

Payable in
following year

$25,000

$25,000

$0

$1,000

$1,000

$0

$4,000

$4,000

$0

$2,500

$2,500

$0

$362,500

$362,500

$0

No final report required
To support the Employment and Training for Veterans Program

Visiting Nurse Service of Rochester & Monroe County, Inc.
Trustee's Special Discretionary Grant

WXXI Public Broadcasting Council
To support the WXXI Auction

Yates Performing Arts Series, Inc.
To provide free musical performances on the courthouse lawn to enhance the quality of life to
Yates County residents
Section Totals

Senior Citizens

2017 Senior Citizens

Grantee and Purpose
Catholic Charities of Chemung & Schuyler

Commitments

Paid
1/1 - 12/31

Payable in
following year

$5,000

$5,000

$0

$2,852

$2,852

$0

$50,000

$50,000

$0

$15,000

$15,000

$0

$17,000

$17,000

$0

$35,000

$35,000

$0

$15,000

$15,000

$0

$50,000

$50,000

$0

$30,000

$30,000

$0

$219,852

$219,852

$0

To support the Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) in Yates County

Christopher Community Inc.
Bus trip and boat tour luncheon for 35 senior citizens at Adams and Henderson Country View
Apartments

Episcopal SeniorLife Communities
To help support the ESLC Neighborhood Program Expansion project to expand services in
three service areas

Genesee Valley Presbyterian Nursing Center
To help support the "Enjoying the Dining Experience Together Project" at Kirkhaven

George Eastman Museum
To support the Senior Citizens Matinee Series at the Dryden Theatre and purchase an
automated external defibrillator for the theatre

Jewish Community Center of Greater Rochester
To help support the Senior Adults Living and Thriving (S.A.L.T.) program

National Council of Jewish Women
Elder Pages Directory are considered report for funding
To print the Elder Pages Directory, Elder Pages brochures and enhance the website

Rochester Senior Care Alliance Inc.
To support the Academy of Leadership in Long Term Care to provide training programs to
long-term care, assisted living and home care organizations in collaboration with St. John

St. Ann's Home Foundation Inc.
To support the Employee Participation in Giving, Learning and Leading with a 2-1 match up
to $30,000 for the Employee Giving Campaign
Section Totals

Women

2017 Women

Grantee and Purpose
Friends & Foundation of the Rochester Public Library

Commitments

Paid
1/1 - 12/31

Payable in
following year

$35,000

$35,000

$0

$5,000

$5,000

$0

$20,000

$20,000

$0

$25,000

$25,000

$0

$20,000

$20,000

$0

$50,000

$50,000

$0

$25,000

$25,000

$0

$15,000

$15,000

$0

$10,000

$10,000

$0

$20,000

$20,000

$0

$50,000

$50,000

$0

$275,000

$275,000

$0

To help support a community-wide Rochester Area Suffrage Centennial Exhibition

Judicial Process Commission, Inc.
To help support the Faith-Community Adult Mentoring Program

Life Listening Resources
To help the Women's Coffee Connection to create and maintain jobs for women in recovery

Planned Parenthood of Central and Western New York
To help support the facility upgrades of the health center at 114 University Avenue, Rochester

Resolve of Greater Rochester, Inc.
To support the Survivor Transition Program, a domestic violence resource center for women

Sojourner House at PathStone, Inc. dba Sojourner Home
To support a 2-to-1 challenge grant up to $50,000 in support of Sojourner's Transitional
Housing Program for women and their families

United Way of Greater Rochester
To help support a home visiting program for high-risk pregnant and parenting women and
their children

Willow Domestic Violence Center of Greater Rochester
To support a 2-to-1 matching grant up to $15,000 at the Annual Spring Luncheon

Wilson Commencement Park
To help Family Support Services to provide services and resources to low-income single
parents and children

Women's Foundation of Genesee Valley, Inc.
To help support the Girls' Initiative, which includes Voices of Experience, the Girls'
Grantmaking program and the Literacy Program

YWCA of Rochester & Monroe County
To support a matching 2-to-1 grant up to $50,000 at the 2017 Annual "Empowering Women"
luncheon
Section Totals

